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Season’s Greetings 
Thank you for a successful 2008 

 and best wishes for 2009 
 

2008 SCB Symposium 
We had another good turnout this year with 129 attendees, 
plus our board members, invited speakers and several vendors. 
Ninety-three people pre-registered while 36 registered at the 
door.   

Two poster presentations were also welcomed to the 
symposium this year. The inclusion of poster presentations 
began two years ago, and is a great addition that we hope to 
continue in future years.  We were fortunate with the weather 
again this year and enjoyed lunch on picnic blankets in the 
Fullerton Arboretum. 

Proceeds from the annual symposium pay for costs of the 
symposium, and profits are applied to student grants, 
publications, and other SCB expenses throughout the year. 
This year, pre-registration amounted to $1,530 and on-site 
registration brought in $1,020, yielding gross proceeds of 
$2,550. Additionally, we sold some of SCB publications 
during the symposium, totaling $129.15. Expenses for 
symposium publicity, snacks during breaks, speaker lunches, 
and speaker expenses were   $1,995.09.  

 

SCB Hat and T-Shirt Sales 
SCB logo hats and T-shirts sold at the symposium included 
green heather with green trim and yoke colored and brought in 
a net of $370.84.  There are still a number of logo hats and T-
shirts from the symposium for sale (Sm, Med., Lg., XL) for 
$12.00 and $15.00 respectively.  We also have T-shirts from 
the 2004 symposium on Island Ecology and Processes 
available in white, with funny plant sayings and depictions of 
endemic plants in sizes 2XL, XL, Lg., and Med.  These T-
shirts are currently on clearance for $5.00 each.  In addition, 
we have Fred Robert’s artwork, T-shirts of Calochortus spp. 
available in the following colors and sixes: 2XL brown (1), 
XL brown (1), 2XL blue (2), Lg. Gray (1), Lg. blue (1), Med. 
Gray (1), and  six remaining Fremontodendron T-shirts size 
Med. Gray all for $18.00 each.  Due to a limited supply of 
Fred Robert’s T-shirts, we advise you to please place your 

orders as soon as possible since these go like hot cakes! Please 
send a check made out to SCB with desired size, design and 
color to: Alan Romspert, Dept. Biology, CSUF, Fullerton, CA 
92834-6850. Order right away, as delivery will be on a first 
come first serve basis. Please include phone number and e-
mail in case we are sold out of your preference. 

Several representatives of southern California Herbaria met 
after the symposium over dinner to discuss community 
building and collaborative ventures for the future. 
 

Susan Hobbs Silent Auction 
at the SCB Symposium 2008 

Several people/organizations donated items to the silent 
auction and we are thankful to all.  Donors included David 
Bramlet, Alan Romspert, Gary Wallace, Long Beach CC, 
Rancho Santa AnaBotanical Garden and Tree of Life Nursery. 
Nineteen members walked away with new-found treasures. 
These items garnered us a total of $275.37 which, gives us 
nearly $800.00 to make available for the Susan Hobbs Grant 
this year. We are looking for more donations to further this 
worthwhile fund, which supports student grants for field 
research. 
 

Crossosoma News 

The fall issue of Crossosoma should be in the mail by mid-late 
January. Articles in this issue include "Preliminary 
morphometric analysis of Eriastrum densifolium 
(Polemoniaceae) populations from Lytle Creek and La Cadena 
Avenue, Santa Ana River watershed" by Sarah deGroot, "New 
California records of lichens and lichenicolous fungi" by Jana 
Kocourkova, Kerry Knudsen, James C. Lendemer, and Alan 
Fryday,  Noteworthy collections: "New records of lichen and 
lichenicolous fungi" by Jana Kocourkova and Kerry Knudsen, 
Book review: "Introduction to the geology of southern 
California and its native plants", author Clarence A. Hall, Jr., 
by Hugh SaffordIf anyone would like to contribute research 
articles, notes, reports of noteworthy collections or book 
reviews to the spring issue of Crossosoma, please see 
instructions for submission at the SCB website 
(www.socalbot.org) and contact the editor, Denise Knapp. 

 

Information to be included in the next issue of LEAFLETS (Vol. 
18, No, 2) should be sent to the editor by January. 26, 2009.  
Please email material to kerrymyers@fs.fed.us , or mail to:      
 Kerry Myers, Botanist 
 USDA Forest Service, Mountaintop Ranger District 
 42300 North Shore Dr. 
 Fawnskin, CA, 92333-0400 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Election for 2009 
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Southern California Botanists’ 
Board of Directors 

 
Enclosed in this issue of Leaflets is a ballot for SCB Board of 
Directors for 2009.  All SCB members are encouraged to vote.  
Ballots must be received by January 26, 2009.  Election 
results will be posted in Leaflets Vol. 18 (2), the March-April 
issue.  Brief biographies of the candidates are provided below: 

David Bramlet is an independent botanical consultant with 
over 26 years of experience conducting field surveys for 
sensitive plant species and mapping plant communities in 
southern California.  His principal focus is on the unusual 
plants of western Riverside County. He was a co-author on the 
vascular plant checklist for this region, and he has developed 
several plant community classification systems for projects in 
Orange and Riverside Counties.  Dave has also conducted 
monitoring programs for sensitive plants in the Angeles 
National Forest.  In the early 1990s he served on the SCB 
Board as the field trip coordinator and has once again taken on 
this task during 2008.  Dave has a BS degree in Zoology from 
Cal Poly Pomona. 

Naomi Fraga is the Botanical Field Studies Coordinator at 
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden.  She is currently a PhD 
student at Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden and received her 
M.S. in Botany from Claremont Graduate University and her 
B.S. in Biology and Botany from Cal Poly Pomona.  Her 
research interests are floristics of California, especially 
southern California, and conservation of the native flora.  
Naomi has served on the SCB board of Directors as a Director 
at large for two years, Vice President for two years, and 
President for one year.  Naomi also currently serves as the 
SCB webmaster. 
 
Charlie Hohn works as a botanist for Wildscape Restoration, 
an environmental consulting firm in Ventura, California.  He 
currently is working on a variety of vegetation mapping and 
restoration projects in 
Ventura and Los Angeles counties.  Charlie previously spent 
over 4 years with the Park Service and Forest Service, where 
he surveyed and mapped vegetation in the Santa Monica, San 
Gabriel, and Liebre mountains.  He graduated from UC Davis 
in 2001 with a degree in 
Environmental Horticulture. 
 
Michael Honer is an independent consulting botanist based in 
Isla Vista, CA.  He holds a degree in Botany (MS) from 
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden, and is an avid and 
reclusive explorer and plant collector in the California deserts 
and Sierra Nevada. 

Carrie Kiel is a Masters student at Rancho Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden (CGU) studying the phylogenetics and pollination 
systems in the family Acanthaceae.  Previously, she was 
employed at the Academy of 
Natural Sciences in Philadelphia as a Senior Curatorial / 
Research Assistant for five years, served as Treasurer of the 
Philadelphia Botanical Club, and has a BA in Environmental 
Science from the University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA. 

Diane Menuz is currently working as the Botany Program 
Lead for the Western Riverside County MSHCP Biological 
Monitoring Program. The focus of her work is locating and 
assessing the status of the 63 plant species covered under the 
MSHCP. Prior to this position, she worked for the Missouri 
Botanical Garden managing specimen from the herbarium's 
projects in Ecuador. She has also done field work on 
Guadalupe Island, Mexico, for the Forest Service in Montana, 
on the north slope in Alaska, and on the island of Hawaii. 
 
Fred Roberts currently works as an independent botanical 
consultant based out of Oceanside California but has former 
experience as the assistant curator of the Museum of 
Systematic Biology (1982-1991) and  as a botanist at the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (1991-1999).  He specializes in the 
Orange County flora, oaks, lilies, and rare plants of southern 
California.  He has served on the SCB Board of Directors for 
three years. 
 
Darren Sandquist is an associate professor of biology at 
California State University, Fullerton.  His primary research 
interests focus on plant physiological ecology in arid-land 
ecosystems and the impacts of global changes on plant 
function.  Darren was on sabbatical last year in Chile 
examining thermal acclimation in the single south American 
species of Encelia (E. canescens Lam.) 
 
Gary Wallace is a Botanist for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and a Research Associate at Rancho Santa Ana 
Botanic Garden.  Gary has contributed treatments of various 
genera of Ericaceae for several floristic projects including 
Flora Neotropica, the Flora of China, and currently FNA and 
the Jepson Manual revision.  He has degrees from CSULA 
and Claremont Graduate University.  His current interests 
include historical aspects of early southern California 
collectors and their collections.  He currently serves as SCB 
President and is running for re-election in 2009. 
 
Gina Richmond is a Forest Service botanist currently 
working on vegetation surveys and mapping in the San 
Bernardino National Forest. She has conducted plant 
propagation workshops for youth volunteers and coordinated 
restoration projects in the aftermath of the 2003 wildfires. She 
is a botanical illustrator and artist contributing to a wide 
variety of local field guides and interpretive displays. Her 
most recent work includes plant anatomy illustrations for 
Oscar Clarke’s “Flora of the Santa Ana River and Environs.” 
She is a former Heaps Peak Arboretum president and still 
remains active in arboretum operations and activities.  

Katie VinZant is a Botanist for the Angeles National Forest, 
Arcadia, California.  She has worked for the USGS, BLM, 
and Forest Service for six years conducting floristic surveys, 
fighting invasive plants, and writing environmental documents 
across California, Wyoming, and Colorado.  Her current 
projects involve chaparral restoration and servicing as a 
botanical specialist and BAER (Burned Area Emergency 
Response) team leader for the recent southern California 
wildfires. 
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Gilberto Ocampo is a PhD candidate at Rancho Santa Ana 
Botanic Garden (CGU) studying systematics of Portulaca 
(Portulacaceae) and phylogenetic relationships with Cactaceae 
and other members of Potulacaceae.  Previously, he was 
employed at Instituto de Ecología, A.C. (Pátzcuaro, Mexico) 
as curator of the database of herbarium IEB and as 
collaborator for the taxonomic project “Flora del Bajío y de 
regions adyacentes” (central Mexico).  He has a bachelor 
degree in Biology from the Universidad Autónoma de 
Querétaro, Mexico. 
 
Erika Gardner is an undergraduate at California State 
Polytechnic University, Pomona. She will obtain her B.S in 
Biology this year. She has been working as a curatorial 
assistant for about a year at Rancho Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden. Erika is interested in the native flora of California and 
is ready to explore the field of botany. 
 

Kerry Myers is a Botanist for the USDA Forest Service, San 
Bernardino National Forest, California. She has experience 
conducting field surveys for sensitive plant species and 
classifying and mapping vegetation communities in southern 
California.  She received her Bachelor of Science degree in 
Biological Sciences with an emphasis in Botany from 
California State University, San Bernardino.   Kerry has 
served on the SCB board of Directors as a Director at large for 
two years and Editor of Leaflets for one year.  

 

 Classes and Conferences 
January 10 (Saturday) Smart Irrigation Controllers, 
with Bob Galbreath. 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm.  In 2010, 
weather-based irrigation controllers (WBIC), also known 
as smart controllers, will be the only controllers sold in 
California. Learn now how these new, practical devices 
save time and water, foster sustainability and ensure that 
plants get watered when they need it. Bob will discuss 
various types of controllers, how they work, 
troubleshoot, and give information on rebates and grant 
programs for smart controllers. Bob is an irrigation 
consultant with 30 years of experience in landscape 
water conservation. A former Certified Irrigation 
Designer and landscape contractor, he recently retired 
from a position as a Landscape Water Resources 
Manager with the Environmental Programs Division of 
the City of Santa Monica. Fee: $25, members. $35, non-
members. This class will be held at the Theodore Payne 
Foundation, 10459 Tuxford Street, Sun Valley 91352. 
Please refer to the website for more details:  
www.theodorepayne.org.  
 
January 31 (Saturday) Propagating Native Plants, 
with Louise Gonzalez & Antonio Sanchez. Class, 9:00 
am – 12:00 pm at the Theodore Payne Foundation, Sun 
Valley, CA. Fee: $35 for members; $45 for non-
members. This class teaches basic techniques of 
propagating California native plants.For further details, 

see the Theodore Payne Foundation’s website: 
www.theodorepayne.org. 
 
February 27 (Saturday) Climate Change and the 
California Desert Conference.  9:00 am – 5:00pm. 
Sponsored by the National Parks Conservation 
Association, Defenders of Wildlife and Joshua Tree 
National Park.   The conference is free of charge, 
but attendees are asked to RSVP to Seth Shteir, 
Program Coordinator for Air and Climate, 
California Desert Office, National Parks 
Conservation Association 
sshteir npca.org. 
 

Membership Dues Reminder 
Please check the expiration date on your Leaflets 
mailing label.  If it still says “DEC08”, please renew 
your membership today! 

Happy 
Holidays! 

 
 

Phoradendron villosum (Nutt.) Nutt.      
Hairy mistletoe 

Reproduced with permission from Leroy Abrams'  
Illustrated Flora of the Pacific States, Stanford Univ. Press 



 


